


Dear Members and Friends:
 The fall season is often a time of reflection and 
gratitude. There is Labor Day, Veterans Day, Thanks-
giving and, more recently, Giving Tuesday leading us 
into the Christmas season. It is a busy season for the 
Stanwood Area Historical Society.  We finish our 
History & Hors ‘doeuvres series on November 19th 
with Tessa Campbell, Senior Curator of the Hibulb 
Cultural Center at Tulalip, on the life of the Snohom-
ish hereditary leader William Shelton.  That series 
begins again in March 2018. We welcome all to our 
annual Old Fashioned Christmas celebration on 
December 2nd and our Member Christmas party on 
December 7th as well as the December 10th perfor-
mance of Jeffrey Cohan and his very talented troupe 
of players for “Jazzin’ with the Classics for Christ-
mas” at the Floyd.  It’s an extraordinary evening of 
classical music, traditional songs of the season and 
jazz, mixed intriguingly together for an original 
melodic experience.
 We will host a parade, flag-raising and gather-
ing at the Floyd on November 11th to honor veterans 
as we continue to put the last parts in place for the 
Memorial at our complex.  After three years of plan-
ning, design, re-design and endless fund raising we 
broke ground in late summer and continue to make 
progress to finish this lovely tribute.  Our deep appre-
ciation again to those community members and the 
businesses who so selflessly gave of time, materials 
and money to see this project through, especially Dan 
Nelson, Jayme Zold, Chris Nickerson, Kevin Weider-
strom, Jim & Malynda Shipley, Harry Taylor, Ken 
Christoferson, Eric Flones, Bruce Aalmo, Chuck 
Suffern, Jason Lenz, Gordon Oglesby, Jay Lien and the 
Lervick Family.  And, of course, a special thanks to 
Bill Keller and Jim Joyce who dedicated so much time 
and effort in pursuit of such a worthwhile monument 
celebrating those local heroes who answered their 
nation’s call.
 We will reach out for financial assistance this 
Giving Tuesday on November 28th and again in the 
future from friends and members to preserve the  
Pearson House and all the historic structures we are 
tasked with stewarding.  Peeling paint, aging roofs 
and windows and decaying wood bring along with 
them their own sense of urgency and we appeal to the 
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community’s continued generosity to help us 
succeed.  The Historical Society, however, acts as 
more than just a custodian of grounds.  To maintain 
these buildings is to guard the memories they hold.  
The history inside represents not just ideas of the 
past, but a learning ground for what the future can 
hold.  We hope the greater Stanwood/Camano 
community will assist us in telling that story better. 
 
 Sincerely,
  Richard Hanks, President
  Stanwood Area Historical Society
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 Since 1890 the home of D.O. Pearson has 
been a constant reminder of Stanwood’s origins and 
history.  A dedicated group of volunteers, starting in 
1972, have worked to maintain this area treasure, 
one of only two buildings in Stanwood on the 
National Historic Register.  These efforts would be 
in vain, if not for the generosity of the community 
to financially support repairs and maintenance of 
this building along with our museum and the Floyd 
Norgaard Cultural Center.  Upkeep includes restor-
ing windows, decaying wood, roofing and paint.
 Experts from the Washington State Depart-
ment of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
consider the Pearson Heritage House a valuable 
artifact.  So do members of the Stanwood Area 
Historical Society but, by necessity as a non-profit 
society, we must constantly seek resources to 
preserve the home’s integrity and continued opera-
tion.  We ask for your help in this endeavor.  On 
Giving Tuesday November 28, 2017, we hope that 
you’ll put the D.O. Pearson house on your list of 
donations.  Help us keep this important center of 
learning and memory.

Meetings are held on the Second Tuesday of 
each month at 4:00 pm on the second floor 
of the museum. Everyone is welcome!

BOARD & MEMBER MEETING

NOVEMBER 28TH — A DAY OF GIVING
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[  ]  Student (Under 15) Membership: $5.00*
[  ]  Lifetime Individual Membership (+65 yrs of age): $100.00*
       (*Newsletter Only)

[  ]  Individual Membership: $20.00
[  ]  Family Membership:  $25.00

Memberships are due annually in January. This is a significant means of support for the Society and now includes a
subscription to the newsletter and 10% off all publications, rental of The Floyd and special events for most
memberships*. SAHS is a tax-exempt non-profit organization and depends on gifts, bequests from individuals and 
groups, fundraising activities and membership dues for its financial support. Your contributions are tax deductible 
and will be used only for the preservation of the history of our area.

The Stanwood Area Historical Society is a special place. It collects and conserves the wondrous treasures of 
history that define our community. Your participation would not only assist in this crucial protection of our 
past, but would make you part of our important work. You can make a difference. Join SAHS today!

GET INVOLVED...STAY IN TOUCH
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